to cope with the steadily increasing flow of papers submitted, and the time from submission to printing has been further reduced. There were four issues in 1990 and five the next year. From 1992 onwards there have been six. The 1990 Journal contained 517 pages; in 1994 there were 818 pages. A 63% increase in size means, of course, a corresponding increase in editorial workload! During the past 5 years the circulation of the Journal has remained fairly level at around 3000, though it is up to 3100 this year. This overall figure masks a trend: in common with all other journals we have experienced a steady fall in library subscriptions from just over half of all subscriptions in 1990 to just over one-third this year. Individual subscriptions, however, have risen by 66% in the same period, reflecting the popularity of the Journal with hand surgeons. From 1996 the Journal becomes the official journal of the French Society, which will significantly increase the circulation.
Both David Evans and I handed over office at the end of 1995. Geoffrey Hooper has taken over as Editor and the Editorial Office is housed in the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. Ian Leslie has become Chairman of the Committee of Management of the Journal. We wish them every success. 
David Dunkerley ex-Chairman, Committee of Management

